IN THE CLAIMS : ' 

Please cancel claims 15-18 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1-14, 19, and 20 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for tracking printed articles, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

reading input indicating that a f i rst carr ie r plurality of carriers is being mounted to 

take up printed articles; 

reading in an ID of each of the f i rst carr ie r carriers : 
separating the printed articles into a plurality of groups of printed articles: 
loading each of the groups of printed articles onto one of the carriers: and 
making a record for each of the groups of printed articles, each of the records 

associating one of the groups of the printed articles with the fifst carrier onto which that 

one group is loaded . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
reading in an ID of th e f i rst carri e r comprises the sub-step of: 

reading a bar code from each of the f i rst carri e r carriers . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of reading input m 
a cod e i nd i cat i ng that a carr ie r i s b ei ng mount e d comprises the sub-step of: 

for each of the carriers, reading a bar code indicating mounting of a carrier. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of reading input 
i nd i cat i ng that th e f i rst carr ie r is b ei ng mount e d comprises the sub-step of: 

reading input indicating that a plurality of reels spoo l is being mounted to take up 
a web including printed articles. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 furth e r compr i sing tho st e ps of: 
r e ad i ng input i nd i cating that th e spoo l i s b ei ng mount e d to supp l y th e web to a w e b f e d 
fee wherein the step of reading in an ID comprises the sub-step of reading in an ID of 
each of the reels . 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5 further compr i sing th e st e ps of: 
read i ng input i ndicat i ng that a reel i s b ei ng mount e d to tak e up a sub web from th e w e b 
fed l i n e ; and mak i ng a r e cord assoc i at i ng content of th e sub web w i th tho roe l wherein 
the loading step comprises the sub-step of loading each of the groups of printed articles 
onto the reels . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
reading input indicating that the first carr ie r i s carriers are being mounted to 

supply the groups of printed articles, and 

reading in th e first carr ie r I D an ID of each of the carriers . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 further comprising the steps of: 
reading in input indicating that a second carr ie r plurality of carriers is being 

mounted to r e c e iv e d receive some of the groups of printed articles; and 

mak i ng a r e cord assoc i at i ng th e pr i nt e d art i c le s w i th th e s e cond carr ie r 
loading some of the groups of printed articles onto the second plurality of 

carriers: and 

making a record for each of the groups of printed articles loaded onto the second 
plurality of carries, each of the records associating one of the groups of printed articles 
with the carrier onto which that one group is loaded . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 wherein the step of reading input 
indicating that the f i rst carr ie r is carriers are being mounted comprises the sub-step of: 

reading a bar code indicating mounting from each of the carriers . 
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10. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing programming 
instructions for tracking printed articles as th e y ar e g e n e rat e d and transf e rr e d from a 
first carri e r to a s e cond carr ie r i n th e cours e b ei ng produc e d , the computer readable 
medium including program i ng programming instructions for: 

reading input indicating that a f i rst carri e r plurality of carriers is being mounted to 

take up printed articles; 

reading a&4 in an ID of a first carri e r I D each of the carriers ; a&4 
separating the printed articles into a plurality of groups of printed articles; 
loading each of the groups of printed articles onto one of the carriers; and 
making a record for each of the groups of printed articles, each of the records 

assoc i at i ng one of the groups of the printed articles with the fifst carrier onto which that 

one group is loaded . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 10 
further including programming instruction for: 

reading input indicating that the f i rst carr ie r i s carriers are being mounted to 
supply the groups of printed articles, and 

reading in th e f i rst carr ie r I D an ID of each of the carriers . 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium according to claim 1 1 
further including programming instruction for: 

reading in input indicating that a second carri e r plurality of carriers is being 
mounted to r o c oi v o d receive some of the groups of printed articles; ao4 

making a r e cord assoc i at i ng th e pr i nt e d art i c le s w i th th e s e cond carri e r. 

loading some of the groups of printed articles onto the second plurality of 
carriers; and 

making a record for each of the groups of printed articles loaded onto the second 
plurality of carriers, each of the records associating one of the groups of printed articles 
with the carrier onto which that one group is loaded . 
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13. (Currently Amended) A system for producing custom printed articles comprising: 
a printer; 

a comput e r syst e m e l e ctr i ca ll y coup le d to th e pr i nt e r^ th e i nformation proc e ssing 
syst e m inc l ud i ng: 

moans for r e c ei ving i nformat i on i ndicat i ng that a spoo l i s b ei ng mount e d 
to tak e up a w e b of pr i nt e d art i c le s output by th e pr i nt e r; and 

m o ans for r e c ei ving i nformat i on i d e nt i fying th e spoo l 
a reader for reading input indicating that a plurality of carriers is being mounted 
to take up printed articles and for reading in an ID of each of the carriers : 

means for separating the printed articles into a plurality of groups of printed 
articles: 

a loader for loading each of the groups of printed articles onto one of the 
carriers: and 

storage for storing a record for each of the groups of printed articles, each of the 
records associating one of the groups of printed articles with the carrier onto which that 
one group is loaded . 

14. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 13 wherein the m e ans for 
r e c ei v i ng i nformat i on i nd i cating that a spoo l i s b ei ng mount e d i nclud e s: reader 
comprises a bar code reader. 

15-18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 13 furth e r compris i ng: 
wherein the means for separating the printed articles comprises a slitter for slitting tbe a 
web of printed articles into a plurality of sub webs. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 19 further comprising: 
means for receiving information indicating that a reel is being mounted to take up 

a sub web of printed articles from the spool. 
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